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Summary: The United Nations Security Council unanimously extended its Multinational Security Support (MSS) mission in Haiti for
another year, through October 2025. This mission, led by Kenya, was first deployed to help subdue rampant gang violence and restore
security in Haiti. Despite the extension, there remains no consensus for transitioning this mission into a full-scale UN peacekeeping
force. The decision comes in response to a deteriorating security and humanitarian crisis in the country, exacerbated by gang control,
political instability, and widespread food insecurity?.

Key Points and Takeaways:

1. Security Council Decision: The mission was extended due to the urgency of restoring security in Haiti. The renewal will maintain the
Kenyan-led MSS mission, which has about 410 personnel on the ground and is expected to expand to 2,500?(UN News). Despite
efforts to strengthen the mission, opposition from Russia and China prevented discussions on transforming it into a full peacekeeping
force?(Reuters).

2. Challenges on the Ground: Haiti continues to face immense challenges. Gang violence controls vast swathes of the capital, Port-au-
Prince, and the insecurity paralyzes the economy, disrupts aid delivery, and fuels a humanitarian crisis, with over 50% of the
population facing acute hunger?(VOA)?(UN News)?(Reuters).

3. International Support and Gaps: While the MSS mission is critical to stabilizing Haiti, it lacks sufficient funding, equipment, and
logistical capabilities?(VOA). The U.S. and other international actors have pledged continued support, but the situation on the ground
calls for a broader, multi-pronged approach to address both security and governance issues?(VOA)?(Reuters).

Analysis and Insights:

1. Security Dynamics in Haiti: Gang control over much of the country, including key infrastructure in Port-au-Prince, presents a
formidable challenge for the MSS mission. The violence not only affects public safety but also disrupts humanitarian aid, compounding
the suffering of millions. While initial deployments by Kenya and Jamaica have led to some stabilization of critical areas like the airport,
the mission is far from achieving widespread security?(VOA)?(Reuters).

2. Internal and External Factors Influencing the Mission: Internally, Haiti's fragile transitional government cannot manage the crisis
alone. Externally, international actors like the U.S. and Kenya play key roles in shaping the mission’s trajectory, but conflicting
geopolitical interests hinder broader peacekeeping efforts?(VOA)?(Reuters). Additionally, Russia and China’s resistance to expanding
the mission to a full peacekeeping force illustrates the complexity of international politics at play?(Reuters)?(UN News).

3. The Role of International Actors: The U.S., Ecuador, and Kenya continue to lead the initiative, with Kenya committing additional
police forces to the mission. Other countries, such as Jamaica and Belize, have also contributed personnel, though the mission still
falls short of its goal of 2,500 officers. The potential transformation of the mission into a full peacekeeping operation could provide
more stable financing and expand its operational capacity?(VOA)?(UN News)?(Reuters).

Risk Assessment:



1. Security Risks: The risk of continued gang violence remains high, especially given the mission’s under-resourced status. Without
additional personnel and resources, the MSS mission may struggle to regain control over key areas and mitigate the influence of
gangs?(VOA)?(UN News).

2. Economic and Humanitarian Risks: Haiti faces dire humanitarian conditions. Over half of the population is food insecure, and
displacement caused by violence is worsening the crisis. Without significant international intervention, the country risks deeper
economic collapse and a full-blown humanitarian disaster?(UN News)?(VOA).

3. Regional Stability Risks: Haiti’s instability has regional implications, particularly for neighboring countries like the Dominican
Republic. The potential for cross-border criminal activity and increased migration flows could exacerbate tensions and strain regional
resources?(UN News).

The UN’s decision to extend its security mission in Haiti reflects a global recognition of the urgency to address the country's
deteriorating security situation. However, without transforming the mission into a full-scale peacekeeping operation, its long-term
success remains uncertain. The geopolitical challenges surrounding Haiti, including opposition from key international players like
Russia and China, complicate the potential for a more robust response. The continued support of regional and international actors will
be critical to the mission’s effectiveness.

Final Comments: While it is clear that the current UN mission is crucial, it is not enough to guarantee lasting peace in Haiti. A well-
rounded, strategic approach that tackles pressing security issues and the underlying governance challenges is essential. The
mission's success will depend not only on the continued support of international partners but also on the ability of Haiti’s transitional
government to guide the country towards stability and democracy.
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